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January 8, 2025 

 

Honourable Dr. John Dornan 

Minister of Health  

PO Box 6000 

Fredericton, NB E3B 5H1 

John.Dornan@gnb.ca 

 

Re: Support for Canadian Blood Services-Grifols partnership for plasma collection 

 

Minister Dornan,  

On behalf of the Network of Rare Blood Disorder Organizations (NRBDO), allow me to congratulate 
you on your appointment as the Minister of Health in New Brunswick. We are pleased to see 
someone with your track record of collaborating for excellent healthcare delivery in this important 
role. 
 
The NRBDO is a pan-Canadian coalition of patient organizations, and Canada’s unified patient voice 
on matters of blood supply and safety. We represent thousands of Canadians whose lives depend 
on blood and plasma-derived medicinal products. As such, we have had a vested interest in the 
safety and adequacy of Canada’s blood and plasma product supply since forming in 2004. 
 
Given some recent media attention on the plasma collection sites in Fredericton, Moncton, and 
Saint John, we wish to affirm our full support of Canadian Blood Services (CBS) in their strategic 
public-private partnership with Grifols to increase domestic collection of plasma to meet the needs 
of Canadian patients. The contract ensures that plasma collected in Canada will be used to supply 
plasma-derived medicinal products to Canadian patients. 
 
The patient community has great respect for Justice Krever’s recommendations. We also recognize 
that improved regulation and manufacturing advances since the mid-1990s have led to a perfect 
safety record of plasma-derived medicinal products for the last 25 years.  
 
Furthermore, donating plasma is even safer for the donor than donating whole blood, and can be 
done multiple times per month without impacting the health of a donor. Donating plasma is an 
important contribution to the patients who rely on plasma-derived medicinal products, whether the 
donor is compensated for their time or not. 
 



 

36 Toronto St. Suite 1, Barrie ON L4N 1T9 | info@nrbdo.ca 

www.nrbdo.ca 

Compensating plasma donors is not news. Over 85% of the plasma needed to manufacture immune 
globulin for Canadian patients is collected by for-profit companies in the United States. New 
Brunswickers have been using compensated plasma products for over two decades. It is a sound 
and evidence-based practice, with no credible evidence of safety threats to patients, donors, or 
Canada’s voluntary blood donation system. With safety concerns mitigated completely, our concern 
is the security of the supply of plasma required for Canadian patients to have access to life-saving 
plasma-derived medicinal products when needed. 
 
The NRBDO’s position on compensating plasma donors is informed by our member organizations 
that represent blood product recipients, including those who rely on plasma products to stay alive, 
as well as our medical advisory committee of leading treaters for these conditions. 
 
We have been encouraging the leadership of CBS to form public-private partnerships for the 
collection of plasma for several years. As noted in the Expert Panel on Immune Globulin (IG) Supply 
in Canada’s Final Report: “The cost of collecting large volumes of source plasma utilizing volunteer 
donors is 2-4 times more expensive than the commercial plasma collection model and thus it 
remains more economical for jurisdictions to purchase IG and plasma-derived medicinal products 
from the commercial market, all of which are made from plasma from paid donors.” 
 
We believe it is in the best interest of plasma product recipients in Canada for Grifols to operate 
in Canada for the purpose of fulfilling its contract with Canadian Blood Services. We were pleased 
to read in the CBC article that the “government has not taken a position on the introduction of any 
legislative or regulatory measures that would prohibit private paid plasma collection within the 
province,” and hope, like Ontario, that the government will continue to choose not to interfere in 
Canadian Blood Services’ plasma collection strategy. 
 
The NRBDO is committed to ensuring the patient voice is heard and working with governments and 
CBS to protect the safety and availability of blood and plasma products in Canada. If providing 
further information on the patient perspective on plasma collection is useful to you and your team, 
now or in the future, we are happy to do so. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Jennifer van Gennip 
Executive Director, NRBDO 


